
 
Senate  

of the 

Student Government 
Association 

of 

The Johns Hopkins University 
 

S. Res. _____	  –	  _____	  
	  
 

A RESOLUTION FORMALLY CALLING UPON THE 
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
TO IMMEDIATELY AND UNCONDITIONALLY REVOKE 
MR. BILL COSBY’S HONORARY DEGREE, AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES 
 
 

INTRODUCED BY: _____EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT BARTHOLET___ AND CONSIDERED THIS _3RD_ DAY OF _NOVEMBER_ IN THE YEAR _2015_ 
 
SPONSORED BY: SENATOR _LOURENCO________________ OF THE __SENIOR_______ CLASS 
   

SENATOR _BARRON____________________ OF THE _FRESHMAN_______ CLASS 
 
REFERRED TO THE SENATE BY WAIVED BY THE VICE PRESIDENT_____ WHICH RECCOMENDS ITS __________ BY A VOTE OF _____ TO _____. 

 
 
Whereas the Constitution establishing the SGA itself was erected “in order to strengthen 
student unity, represent student interests, and provide a forum for the exchange of ideas;” and 
 

Whereas per the Undergraduate Student Government Association Constitution, “The SGA 
shall be the principle representative body of the undergraduates of the Krieger and Whiting 
Schools;” and 
 
 



Whereas the SGA speaks on behalf of the Student Body of the Johns Hopkins Krieger 
School of Arts and Sciences and Whiting School of Engineering; and 
 

Whereas the Sexual Assault Response Unit (SARU), a recognized Johns Hopkins student 
organization whose mission “supports survivors of sexual assault and promotes an end to sexual 
violence and rape culture,” has brought to the forefront concerns regarding actor Bill Cosby’s 
status as a Johns Hopkins University degree recipient; and 
 

Whereas Mr. Bill Cosby has been accused by more than fifty (50) women of perpetrating 
despicable acts of sexual violence and misconduct; and 
 

Whereas while recognizing that Mr. Cosby has yet to be found guilty of a sexual 
misconduct-related crime, and that many of the alleged offenses occurred outside the statute of 
limitations, Mr. Cosby testified under oath to illegally purchasing Quaaludes, a powerful sedative, 
for the expressed purpose of giving them to young women with whom he wanted to have sexual 
intercourse; and 
 

Whereas a member of our extended Hopkins family has accused Mr. Cosby of sexual assault 
and has brought two witnesses to corroborate her story when petitioning the University to rescind 
Mr. Cosby’s honorary degree; and 
 

Whereas on October 1, 2014, Ronald J. Daniels, President of The Johns Hopkins University, 
wrote to the community “to reaffirm the University’s commitment to the safety and well-being of 
all members of the Johns Hopkins community – a commitment that includes preventing sexual 
violence, offering support to victims, [and] dealing firmly and fairly with alleged offenders…”; 
and 
 

Whereas on August 12, 2014, President Daniels wrote to the community, “Sexual violence 
on our campuses, or anywhere, is unacceptable. It tears at the fabric of our university community; 
threatens the ability of our students, faculty and staff to pursue scholarship and discovery; and 
diminishes our capacity to realize our fullest individual and collective potential”; and 
 

Whereas in his inaugural speech as the first President of The Johns Hopkins University, 
Daniel Coit Gilman declared, “Universities should bestow their honors with sparing hand”; and 
 

Whereas the distinction of holding an honorary degree from The Johns Hopkins University 
should carry with it a meritorious reputation of the highest order; and 
 

Whereas Mr. Cosby has already had at least thirteen (13) honorary degrees rescinded from 
other colleges and universities of high repute, including Fordham University, Marquette 
University, the University of San Francisco, Brown University, Wilkes University, Baylor 
University, Lehigh University, Tufts University, Goucher College, Franklin & Marshall College, 
Amherst College, Springfield College, and Muhlenberg College; and 
 



Whereas it fundamentally tarnishes the name and reputation of The Johns Hopkins 
University to continue to allow Mr. Cosby to maintain the distinction of holding an honorary 
degree from our institution; and 
 

Whereas it diminishes all of the hard work of every student, faculty, staff, administrator, 
alum, parent, friend, and trustee of our University, who have labored so intensely to leave this 
University better than they have found it, to degrade our collective and individual reputations by 
associating with Mr. Cosby; and 
 

Whereas Mr. Cosby’s actions, both alleged and admitted, do not represent and are indeed 
axiomatically contradictory to our core values as an institution; and 
 

Whereas the Board of Trustees of The Johns Hopkins University acknowledges, “The Board 
holds a public trust: to guard the University’s integrity…”; 
 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Senate and Student Body of The Johns Hopkins 
University formally calls upon the Board of Trustees of The Johns Hopkins University to 
immediately and unconditionally revoke Mr. Bill Cosby’s honorary degree from our University; 
and 
 

Be It Further Resolved that Mr. Bill Cosby and his actions do not represent the 
values nor the character of The Johns Hopkins University; and 
 

Be It Further Resolved that the Executive is instructed to transmit a copy of this 
resolution to the Johns Hopkins University Board of Trustees in care of its Chair and Secretary, 
University President Ronald J. Daniels, Provost Robert C. Lieberman, and any other University 
officials deemed appropriate by the Executive; and 
 

Be It Further Resolved that the Executive is instructed to publically post a copy of 
this resolution for the general public’s information. 
 
 

THE RESOLUTION HEREBY _________________ BY A VOTE OF _____ TO _____ . 
 
 
 
UPON ADOPTION, AS PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, I HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND CAUSED THE SEAL OF 
THE SENATE TO BE AFFIXED TO THIS RESOLUTION INDICATING THE SENATE’S ASSENT AND THUS OFFICIALLY 
DESIGNATING THE RESOLUTION’S ADOPTION AS THE POSITION AND WILL OF THE SENATE AND THE STUDENT 
BODY OF THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY. 
 

 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
Charlotte Green     
President of the Senate    
Executive Vice President of the SGA  


